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Sister Mary Scullion Joan Dawson McConnon

In 1989, Sister Mary and Joan Dawson McConnon co-founded Project
H.O.M.E. Since that time, Project H.O.M.E. has grown tremendously -
now offering 459 units of housing in Philadelphia, including 272 units
of supportive housing.

Project H.O.M.E. also has increased its efforts to address the structural
causes of homelessness and poverty through neighborhood
revitalization in North Philadelphia. This initiative includes Economic
Development along Ridge Avenue, a Community-Based Health Center,
a Homeownership Program and the Honickman Learning Center and
Comcast Technology Labs — a state-of-the-art technology center that
provides educational and workforce development opportunities for
neighborhood children and families.

In 2002, Joan, along with Sister Mary, received the prestigious
“Leadership for a Changing World” award from the Ford Foundation.
In September 2007, Joan, along with Sister Mary, was listed among the
“75 Greatest Living Philadelphians” in the Philadelphia Daily News.
Joan and Sister Mary were featured on the December 2007 cover of
Philadelphia Magazine with Jon Bon Jovi, rock star and co-owner of
Philadelphia Soul arena football and founder of Jon Bon Jovi Soul
Foundation.

As a tribute to Joan’s financial expertise, Project H.O.M.E. received its
fifth consecutive four-star rating from Charity Navigator in June 2008.

In May 2009, Sister Mary was honored as one of TIME 100’s most
influential people.
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